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The  Crop  Reporting  Board  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  makes  the 
following  report  for  the  United  States  from  data  furnished  by  crop  correspondents, 
field  statisticians ,  and  cooperating  State  agencieB. 
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GRAIN  STOCKS  ON  FARMS  ON  APRIL  1 
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CROP  PRODUCTION ,  APRIL  1,  1953 
(Continued) 


CROP 


CITRUS  FRUIT  PRODUCT! Ox!  1/ 


Indicated 


Oranges  and  Tangerines,,..        10  6,607 

Grapefruit   51,222 

Lemons   12,614 


Thousand  boxes 
121,710  122,590 

46,580  40,500 

13,450  12,300 


125,800 

36,950 
12,800 


MONTHLY  KLLK  AND  SO®  PRODUCTION 


MONTH 

MILK 

:  Average  :      ,Q<9  ; 
:  12.42-5.1  :     w*  : 
Million  t>ound3 

1953 

:  Average  : 
!  12^2-I1_:_ 

EGOS 

1952  ; 

• 

Million 

1953 

8,533 
10,100 

4,885 
6,305 

5,666 

6:336 

5,328 
6,298 

Jan. -Mar.  Incl   26,038       25,723       27,339     15  ,  639        17,4l6  17,067 


l/Season  begins  with  the  bloom  of  the  year  ohovm  and  ends  with  the  completion  of 
harvest  the  following  year. 
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GENERAL  CFOP  RSJP'OR!!?,  AS  01?  APRIL  1,  1953 

Pavorable  progress  in  farm  activities  and  crop  development  during  March  have 

resulted  in  a  generally  "early  spring,"    Fall  sown  grains,  pasture,  and  hay  crops 

have  emerged  from  winter  dormancy  in  the  northernmost  areas  and  prospects  mostly 

are  favorable  except  that  development  of  winter  Wheat  is  retarded  in  the  Central 

and  Southern  Great  Flairs.    Flowing,  preparation'  of  seedbeds  and  spring  seeding  is 

mostly  advanced,  though  relatively  dry  seedbeds  have  delayed  planting  in  the 

Montana-North  Dakota  area.    Soil  moisture  is  generally' adequate,  except  in  the 

Great  Plains.    Virtually'  all  snow  in  agricultural  areas  had  r.elted  by  April  1  and 

the  water  had  bem  absorbed  with  little  runoff.     Irrigation  water  supplies  appear 

Satisfactory  in  northern  portions  but  in  the  south  they  range  down  to  dangerously 

short  in  ""arts  of  Arizona, 

Winter  wheat  prospects  improved  as  March  weather  in  most  areas  was  much  more 
favorable  than  usual.    The  A- ril  ?  estimate  of  714  million  bushels  is  103. million, 
or  17  percent,  larger  than  the  forecast  as  of  December  3,  1952,  reflecting  smaller 
acreage  losses  than  expected  and  improved  yield  prospects  in  nest  areas*    In  East 
North  Central  States,  heaving  had  caused  only  slight  damage  despite  the  lack  of 
snowcover  most  of  the  winter.     Mild  weather  and  improved  soil  moisture  fostered . 
growth  of  oven  the  latest  fields,  resulting  in  good  to  excellent  yield  prospects. 
In  the  South,  growth  is  well  advanced  and  yield  prospects  good.    In  Washington  and 
Oregon,  prospects  improved  sharply  as  late-planted  wheat  '.terminated  and  rescading 
was  minimized  by  favorable  winter  growing  conditions,'    California  prospects  have 
deteriorated  because  of  dry  weather.    In  most  of  the  remainder  of  the    e  -t,  pros- 
pects have  changed  little  since  December  1.     In  the  important  Great  Plains  area, 
the  'situation  is  improved  but  still  critical.    While  the  moisture  situation  has  Im- 
proved in  the  eastern  portion  -/here  wheat  is  less  concentrated,  the  central  and 
western  portions  have  little  or  no  reserve  moisture  and  are  de-pendent  upon  timely 
'rains  from  now  on.    Much  late-planted  wheat  germinated  during  the  mild  winter  cut 
is  retarded  In  development.    Abandonment  will  be  heavy  for  the  area  as  a'  whole. 
Yield  prospects  are  extremely  uncertain  and  spotty;  ir.  general,  summer*- fail  owed 
wheat-  has  fair  to  good  prospects,  the  remainder  poor.     Wheat  fields  in  this  area 
have  afforded  vary  lit tie  grazing, 

P'epd  grain  stocks  on  fatrmfl  Auril  1  were  nearly  a  fourth  larger  than  a  year  ago 
and  about  8  percent  above  average.     In  terms  of  supoly  per  animal  unit  to  be'  fed 
grain,  the  current  farm  stocks  are  more  than  a  fourth  larger  than  a  year  asro,  ex- 
ceeding April  1  tonnages  in  all  years  of  record  except  1943,  1S49  and  1950.  Cur- 
rent farm  stocks  of  corn,  at  1,466  million  bushels,  are  39  percent  larger  than  the 
relatively  small  stocks  a  year  ago  -?nd  15  percent  above  average  for  April.  1,  Oe.ts 
stocks  of  457  million  bushels  are  12  percent  less  than  a  year  ago  and  below  average 
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The  57  million  bushels  of  barley  on  farms  is  ?1  million  less  than  a  year  ago  and 
2h  million— nearly  30  percent — below  average",  reflecting  the  small  195?  crop. 
About  ^6,5  million  tons  of  feed  grains  disappeared  from  farms  in  the  January- 
March  quarter — a  quantity  exceeded  in  this  quarter  of  all  the  lar-t  11  years  ex- 
cept 1°'j3, 

The  263  million  bushels  of  wheat  remaining  on  farms  exceed  stocks  a  year  ago 
by  more  then  a  third  and  the    average  by  a  sixth,,     Neverthe]  ess ,  the  Indicated 
disappearance  of  about  1,036  million  bushels  of  wheat  from  farms  since  the  1952 
harvest  i3  the  largest  since  the  19'l8.Jl9  season,    Pye  stocks  of  ?.h  million  bushels 
on  farms  are  the  smallest  for  April  1,  except  in  19^7 ,  in  the  1^- year  series  of 
comparable  record.    The  58  million  bushels  of  soybean^  still  on  farms,  while  only 
slightly  less  than  a  year  ago,  are  otherwise  the  largest  farm  stocks  of  record,. 
Flaxseed  stocks  on  farms,  at  7,'1-  mi  113  on  bushels ,  are  nearly  a  fifth  smaller  than 
a  year  ago,  but  near  average. 

Vegetative  development  was  mostly  advanced  on  April  1.     Old  hay  meadows  and 
new  seedlngs  appear  to  have  survived  the  mild  winter  with  little  damage  and  have 
made  an  early  start.    Some  pastures  in  areas  that  were  dry  last  fall  snow  effects 
of  over-grazing  and  will  -need  time  to  recover,  but  generally  gro'-'th  is  advanced 
and  will  support  livestock  earlier  than  usual  in  northern  areas.    Pasture  condition, 
at  81  percent,  is  one  point  below  a  year  ago  and  ?  points  below  average  for  Ajjril  1, 
Pastures  are  rather  uniformly  good  except  in  Great  Plains  States  and  California 
where  moisture  is  short.    Western  range  pasture  feed,  however,  is  mostly  dry  and 
short 7    Some  improvement  has  occurred  along  the  eastern  ed,;e  of  the  Great  Plains 
and  pasture  feed  is  good  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  and  parts  of  the  Intormountain 
area.    Livestock  wintered  well  except  in  dry  areas  of  the  Southwest, 

Fal'Ic-sown  oats  and  barley  have  survived  the  winter  in  generally  good  to  ex- 
cellent condition,  except  in  the  dry  area  of  California,  where  yield  prospects  are 
only  poor  to  fair.    On  the  other  hand,  fall-sown  flax  in  California,  £n  well  as 
that  approaching  maturity  in  Texas,  has  good  to  excellent  yield  prospects.  Spring 
grains  were  seeded  under  mostly  favorable  conditions  and  at  optimum  dates  in 
warmer  latitudes.     In  Illinois,  about  twe-th.5rds  of  the  intended  cats  'xcreage  had 
been  sown  by  April  1,  and  seeding  activities  have  moved  northward,  to  the.  border. 
In  parts  of  North  Dakota  and  Montana,  however,  dry  soils  may  delay  or  restrict 
plantings  unless  timely  rains  fall.     In  the  South,  som  :  corn  and  cotton  had  been 
planted,  but  wet  fields  were  retarding  work,  although  orogress  was  about  normal, 
In  Texas,  rice  seeding  was  underway,  with  some  up  to  good  stands,  and  in  the 
Coastal  hend  area  corn  and  sorghums  had  received  first  cultivations,     A  record  early 
spring  potato  crop  is  indicated,  with  most  of  the  production  in  Florida,     A  big 
expansion  in  acreage  of  potatoes  for  late  spring  harvest,  particularly  in  Alabama 
and  California,  has  raised  this  aereage  nearly  back  to  av^rago.     In  California, 
potatoes  damaged  by  earlier  frosts  hive*  recovered  nicely,  with  some  reduction  in 
yield  likely,  but  the  principal  effect  is  a  delay  in  harvest.     In  several  southern 
areas,  some  delay  in  planting  has  resulted  from  wet  fields.     Rye  condition,  at  3? 
percent,  is  U-  points  below  average  for  April  1, 

With  farm  flocks  ^ont"1ning  3  percent  less  layers  t^an  last  f'arch,  egg  produc- 
tion for  the  month  was  only  1  percent  less,  due  to  the  record  rite  of  lay.  Chicks 
and  young  chickens  of  this  year's  hatching  on  farms  April  1  numbered  1  p^rc^nt  less 
than  a  year  ago,  but  5  percent  above  average.     The  March  egg-feed  price  ratio  wa3 
more  favorable  than  a  year  ago,  because  of  record-high  egg  prices  for  the  month  and 
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lower  feel  prices,.    A  poynbipfbtlon  of  factors*-- increasing  numbers  of  milk  cows  on 
farms0  .'die.  weather  and  early  green  fooci  from  pastures  leading  to  record  production 
per  cow  or  April  l.~-resulted  in  seasonally  increased  milk  production  during  March 
and  a  continuance  of  the  reoovd—breaking  pace  in  total  outputs 

Prospects  for  peaches  are  good  in  all  areas  of  the  10  Sov thorn  States,  The 
reported  COJ dition  of  30  percent  is  11  points  above  average  for  April  1„  Peach 
trees  hay  reached  lull  bloom  by  mid«March  or  earlier  in  most  of  these  States  and  by- 
April  1  in  the  nigher,  western  portions.    General  1j  if  oration  from  more  northerly 
areas  indicates  some  scattering,   nostly  light  damage  from  late  March  frosts.    In  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  development  of  fruit  trees  was  advanced  and  light  damage  to  apri- 
cots, peaches  and  cherries  may  have  resulted  from  frosts  at  the  end  of  Mar eh  and 
early  in  Aprils    A  record  orange  crop  of  nearly  121  million  boxes  is  now  estimated, 
but  a  relatively  small  grapefruit  croo  of  37  million  boxes,  leas  than  three-fourths 
average,,    For  the  19!53~54  citrus  crop,  conditions  range  from  favorable  to  excellent 
in  Florida., 

Sprir.g  producti  on  of  coznmercia'l  v  egetables  for  "resh  market  may  be  a  tenth 
larger  than  last  spring  or  average,  c-  the  basis  of  current  indications.  Largest 
increases  over  last  spring  '/ill  bo  in  tonnages  of  onions,  tomatoes,  cabbage,  lettuce, 
asparagus  and  s*..eet  cum,  in  the  order  named „    The  combined  acreage  of  all  1953 
vegetable  crops  reported  to  date',  representing  nearly  three  f  If  bha  of  the  annual 
fresh«market  acreage,  is  11  percent  more  tnan  in  195o? 

WINTER  WHEAT;    The  1953  winter  wheat  crop  is  forecast  at  714  million  bushels,  an 

improvement  of  103  million  bushels  since  December  le    A  production 
this  size  would  be  two— thirds  as  large  as  the  bumper  1952  crop  of  1,053  million 
bushels,  but  10  percent  smaller  'than  averagee    The  current # forecast  is  based  upon  an 
appraisal  of  April  1  crop  coi.dition    as  reported  by  individual  growers,  soil  mois- 
ture reserves,  and  other  factors  affecting  crop  production, 

A  generally  mild  winter  and  early  spring,  associated  With  improved  soil  mois~ 
ture  supplies  from  timely  snows  and.  rain,  have  materially  improved,  the  outlook  for 
the  crop  over  a  major  portion  of  the  country*    This  is  particularly  true  for  the 
Pacific  Northwest  and  much  of  the  eastern  naif  of  the  country  including  the  eastern 
areas  of  Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Oklahoma*    Wheat  remains  in  a  precarious  condition  in 
portions  of  western  Kansas,  the  Oklahoma  Fanhandie;  southeastern  'Colorado,  New 
Mexico  and  the  High  Plains  of  Texas,    In  this  large  area,  a  consideraole  acreage  has 
been  abandoned  and  survival  of  much  of  the  remaining  crop  depends  upon  timely  rain- 
fall,   The  crop  in  prospect  is  slightly  smaller  than  indicated  on  December  1  in 
California,  Arizona  and  Nevada,    No  changes  from  December  prospects  are  indicated 
for  Idaho,  Utah,  Colorado,,  New  Mexico  and  a  few  eastern  seaboard  States 

Winter  './heat  prospects  in  Nebraska  improved  slightly  from  December  1*  Stands 
are  very  uneven  and  subsoil  moisture  is  lacking  in  western  areas.    Where  wheat 
emerged  last  fallt  mostly  in  eastern  areas,   the  crop  has  made  good  growth,  rooted 
well  and  s tooled  hea<rilyr 

In  Kansas,  the  crop  has  made  recent  improvement,  but  growth  and  development 
have  been  spotty.    Wheat  was  seeded  under  .very  unfavorable  conditions  last  fall  and 
emergence  was  greatly  delayed,  some  until  after  March  1  rains.    High  winds  in  Feb- 
ruary and  March  caused  sor:e  lesy  of  acreage..    Fro3pect3  for  wheat  seeded  on  summer 
fallow  are  generally  fair  to  good,  but  those  for  continuously  cropped  wheat  are  in 
doubt0    Weeds  and  -uneven  development  will  cause  harvest  dif f icultiese 
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Oklahoma  wheat  nrosoects  improved  considerably  during  the  winter  and  spring. 
Late  seedir.gs  that  had  not  germinated  by  December  1  have  e~er~ed>     The  mild  winter 
and  early  spring  rains  have  stinulted  vegetative  growth  -°nd  root  development.  In 
the  Panhandle  and  a  few  western  counties,  where  subsoil  raoistare  is  inadequate  fre. 
quent  rains  will  "be  needed  to  maintain  the  crop.,     In  the  Texas  Panhandle,  rains  will 
be  needed  soon  or  a  large  part  of  the  crop  will  be  lostc     There  is  a  total  absence 
of  subsoil  moisture  and  a  minimum  of  surface  moisture  in  this  area.     In  the  Low 
.Rolling  Plains  of  Texas  and  east  thereof,  plant  development  is  more  advanced,  but 
additional  moisture  is  needed, 

The  Colorado  outlook  varies  greatly  by  areas — ooor  in  *he  southeast  and  fair 
to  excellent  in  the  northeast,     In  general,  the  crop  has  good  root  development. 
Wheat  prospects  in  Montana  have  improved  decpite  the  fact  that  much  of  the'  crop 
either  had  not  been  planted  or  germinated  when  the  winter  began.    Warm  temperatures 
in  January  and  early  February  favored  additional  seeding  operations  and  germination 
of  wheat «     This  late  germinated  wheat  has  made  good  Progress.-     The  mild  on  en  winter 
in  Washington  and  Oregon  has  been  unusually  favorable  for  the  croo  and  prospects  on 
April  1  were  much  above  December  1, 

In  the  soft  red  winter  wheat  States  from  Mi-  soupi  through  Ohio,  above  normal 
temperatures  and  favorable  moisture  conditions  during  the  winter  permitted  some 
germination  and  growth  throughout  the  winter.     There  was  little  or  no  alternate 
freezing  and  thawing,    Stands  are  good  ar.d  plants  are  stool ing  well  in  most  areas 
of  this  region, ' 

East  of  the  Mississippi  ar.d  south  of  the  Ohio  river,  wheat  has  advanced  rap- 
idly.    Vegetative  growth  is  becoming  dense  and  could  become  a  handicap  with  occur- 
rence of  humid,  hot  'leather  later  in  the  season. 

The  total  abandonment  and  diversion  to  uses  ofher  than  -Train  for  the  Nation  is 
now  indicated  at  12. 2  million  acres.     Of  this  to+al,  9=5  million  acres  are  in  the 
5-State  area  of  Texas5  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  New  Mexico,  and  Colorado-     The  total 
acreage  abandoned  end  diverted  was  5.6  million  acres  in  1952  ar.d  16.0  million  acres 
in  1951.     The  forecast  of  yield,  at  12,9  bushels  ner  seeded  acre,  compares  with 
13.8  bushels  i  .  1952  and  11.6  bushels  in  1951,     The  10-year  average  yield  is  15,6 
bushels  per  seeded  acre* 

WHEAT  STOCKS  OK  FARMS;     Wheat  stocks  on  farms  April  1  totaled  268,440,000  bushels, 

over  one  third  more  than  a  year  ago,     Current  stocks  com- 
pare with  the  average  of  229,191,000  bushels  and  the  record  high  Aoril  1  stocks  of 
321,179,000  bushels  in  1943.     Current  farm  stocks  represent  20.8  percent  of  the 
previous  year's  crop  compared  with  20.2  percent  a  year  ago  and  the  10-year  average 
of  21,6  percent. 

Disappearance  of  whfeat  from  farms  during  the  January-March  quarter  of  1953 
totaled  131  million  bushels  compared  with  137  million  during  the  same  quarter  of 
1952  and  the  average  of  153  million  bushels.     Disappearance  of  wheat  from  farms 
since  la~>t  July  1  totals  1,086  million  bushels  compared  with  856  million  bushels 
during  the  corresponding  period  a  :/ear  earlier,, 


-  6  - 


II 


U  N  I  T  E  D  9  T  A  T  E  S   Q  tf.  Is  A  H  T  M  E  N  T  OF  AGRICULT  U  R  £ 

_  dur   ■<>  or  agricultural  economics           ttasfc iRgtdn ,  D.  C.  , 

Crop  Repo  rt  ,  .,  .  .  10,./7 

aa  of  CROP  REPORTING  BOARD 

April  1.  1953  5.s.QftJ?A.A3s*S*2J 

i  *         — (  ,  -  -  ■■  ■•' 


 I" 


April  1  farm  stocks  cf  wheat  in  the  North  Central  States  totaled  186, 737, 000 
bushels,,  nearly  70  percent  of  t-ie  total  0,  S.  farm  stocks  of  wheat.. •  Kansas,  with 
67,678,000  bushels,  accounted  for  36  percent  of  the  farm  stocks  in  the  region  and 
North  Dakota  with  50,034,000  bushels  held  ^r?  ueicent.    Fapn  stocks  of  wheat  in 
western  States  t/.taled  65 > 041 9 000  bushels  with  i;ontar.s  holdings  comprising  51  per- 
sent  of  the  tota|  for  fchat  region,     Combined  farm  holdings  of  v/hea t  in  Kansas, 
North  Dakota 6  and  Montana  accounted  for  56  percent  ot  the  total  April  1  farm  stocks 
in  the  Nation, 

CORN  STOCKS  ON  FARMS;    A  total  of  lv466  million  bushels  of  corn  remained  in  farn 

storage  on  April  1*    These  stocks  are  nearly  a  sixth  above 
average,  more  than  a  third  above  last  year,  but  16  aercent  below  record  stocks  of 
April" 1,  1949,    With  hog  numhers  reduced  from  last  year  and  the  corn  of  unusually 
high  quality,  less  was  needed  for  feeding  on  farms.    Receipts  at  principal  markets 
since  harvest  were  little  different  from  that  period  last  season,    Movement  from 
fr-rms  since  January  1  iq  indicated  at  nearly  707  million  burhelst  compared  with 
840  million  in  the  Januarys-arch  quarter  of  19,5:2  and  the  average  of  777  million. 

About  1.. 309  million  bushels  of  corn  remained  on  farms  in  the  North  Central 
region,    This  is  476  million  bushels,  or  57  -oercent,  more  than  on  April  lr  1952, 
and  about  27  percent  above  average p    Stocks  are  nearly  twice  there  of  a  year  ago 
in  the  V/est  iaorth  Central  area.    In  the  East  North  Central  area,  the  total  is  24 
percent  larger  tnan  a  year  ago. 

In  the  Uorth  Atlantic  region,  the  April  1  stocks  of  nearly  38  million  bushels 
were  18  uercent  larger  than  a  year  ago,  and  39  -percent  above  average.     In  the  South 
Atlantic  re^ion9  April  1  corn  stacks  of  nearly  5b  million  bushels  were  70  percent 
of  last  year  and  of  average.    Stocks  in  the  South  Central  region 8  at  59  million, 
were  59  percent  of  la  st  ye&rr  and  47  tercent  of  average-.     In  the  West  the  3?2  million 
bushel  stocks ;  were  73  percent  of  last  year,  and  61  percent  of  average. 

OAT  STOCKS  OI-T  FARMS;    Stocks  of  oats  on  farms  Anril  1,  were  the  smallest  in  5  years. 

Estimated  at  457  million  bushels,  this  year's  stocks  are  12 
percent  smaller  than  last  year,  and  6  percent  smaller  than  average,    largely  because 

of  the  smaller  oat  crop  in  1952*  farm  stocks  were  smaller  on  April  1-  1953  than  a 
year  ago  in  all  but  one  State  in  the  North  Central  region  and  in  all  North  Atlantic 
States.    Minnesota,  with  66  million  bushels  on  farms »  leads  all  other  States.  Other 
States  holding  sizeable  reserves  on  farms  are  Iowa  with  34  million;  Wisconsin,  49 
million;  South  Dakota,  47  million;  and  Illinois,  37  million  bushels.    Farm  stocks  in 
these  States  re^re  se  n  t  more  than  nineteenths  of  the  country's  total,     larger  stocks 
than  last  year  were  held  in  all  other  regions^ — South  Atlantic,  South  Central,  and 
the  V/est.    The  increases  for  States  in  these  regions  are  most  marked  in  Texas, 
0eorgia4  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Colorado. 

Disapcearance  from  farm3  during  the  Januarys-March  period  Was  335  million 
bushels,  3  percent  larger  than  this  quarter  last  year,  and  enly  a  little  below 
the  average  of  337  million  bushels. 
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RYEi     Condition  of  this  year's  cro.~>  of  rye  was  82  percent  of  normal  on  April  1* 
This  is  a  sharp  improvement  over  last  Decemler,  when  <iond.it:  on  cf  the  new 
cro-i  was  only  67  percent,   out  it  is  still  5  -points  below  Anril  1  last  year  and  4 
points  below  average,,    Hye  is  sr.ill  largely  dormant  in  most  northern  areas  Dry 
topsoil  conditions  in  t.,0  major  rye  pgr  educing  area  in  the  i'orthern  >reat  Plains  have 
resulted  in  thin  aaid  spotty  stands  and  prospects  in  that  area  are  very  uncertain, 
The  Anvil  1  condition  vas  above  average  in  the  North  and  South  Atlantic  States, 
near  normal  in  the  East  North  Central  States,  and  below  average  through  most  of  the 
Great  Plains  and  Western  states.     All  States  except  California  and  New  York  show 
improvement  in  rye  condition  since  last  Tece  bor. 

RYJ  STOCKS  ON  FAEMS;     The  quantity  of  rye  stored  on  farms  April  1  was  estimated  at 

2,443.000  bushels,     This  was  29  percent  lers  than  a  year  ago, 
45  percent  below  the  1944-51  averse,  and  the  secord  smallest  since  records  began 
in  1940.     The  low  level  of  stocks  reflects  the  fact  that  the  1952  rye  crop  was  the 
smallest  since  1870r     Over  one-fourth  of  the  current  farm  stocks  of  rye  was  in 
South  Dakota,     These  r>lus  stocks  in  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota  and  Nebraska 
account  for  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  rye  stored  on  farms. 

Disappearance  of  rye  from  farms  during  the  current  Jajiuarv-IIarch  quarter  was 
I,184j000  bushels,  the  smallest  of  record  for  the  period,     "his  cono?jes  with  dis- 
appearance of  3^31,000  bushels  diirin,?  €Ke  first  3  months  of  1952  and  an  average 
for  the  quart rr  of  3,934,000  bushels, 

BAIUJBY  STOCh'S  ON  PAP-MS?     Stocks  of  barley  on  farms  Anril  1  amounted  to  57,396.000 

bushels.     This  is  a  fourth  smaller  tnan  a  year  ago,  30 
percent  smaller  than  average  and  the  lowest  Aoril  1  stocks  since  1939,  the  first 
year  of  record.    The  lowest  Aoril  1  farm  steers  of  record  v/cre  reported  for  the 
North  Central  and  Y'estern  areas,  and  in  the  South  Central  area  on">.v  t".  ose  of  1952 
were  lower,     Farm  holdinyr.  on  Anril  1  were  the  lowest  since  1946  in  the  North  At- 
lantic area  and  the  lowest  since  1951  in  the  South  A^e-r.tic  area.    About  three- 
fourths  of  the  United  States  total  barley  stocks  on  Anril  1,  1953  were  located  in 
Minnesota,  North  and  South  Dakota,  Montana,  Idaho,  Colorado,  and  California. 

Disappearance  of  barley  from  farms  during  the  January-March  1953  quarter 
totaled  nearly  42  million  bushels,  or  slightly  less  than  the  usual  disappearance 
for  this  period-. 

SOYBEAN  STOCKS  ON  FARMS?     Soybean  stocks  on  farms  on  April  1  are, estimated  at  58,3 

million  bushels,  second  only  to  the  60.1 .million  bushels 
on  farms  April  1,  1952.     Tho  ?-year  (1943-51)  average  for  April  1  is  39,8  million 
bushels, 

Disappearance  of  soybeans  from  farms  durir  r  the  January-March  quarter  v/as  23  „  4 
million  bushels,  the  smallest  for  that  quarter  since  1950.    Last  year  44,1  million 
bushels  disappeared  in  January-March  and  the  record  disappearance  for  the  quarter 
was  53.6  million  bushels  in  January-March  1951,     Relatively  few  soybeans  moved  from 
farms  during  January  end  February  this  yearr    As  prices  advanced  in  March,'  however, 
larger  quantities  moved  to  market,  so     that  disappearance  for  the  quarter  became 
about  equal  to  tve  9-year  average.     Stocks  on  farms  in  most  Sta+es  are  more  than 
adeouate  for  seed  reouirements.  although  in  local  areas,  especiall"  those  affected 
by  the  dry  hot  weather  last  summer,  some  seed  is  of  poor  quality  and  test  show  low 
germination. 
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Farm  stocks  of  soybeans  are  heavily  concentrated  in  the  North  Central  States, 
which  account  for  93  percent  of  tho  U.  S.  total,,  Illinois  alone,  had  13P6  million 
bushels  on  farms  April  i,  while  Iowa  was  a  clor.e  second  with  13*2  million  bushels0 
Next  in  order  ^ere  Indiana,  Ohio,  Minnesota  and  Missouri,  with  a  combined  total  of 
25  million  bushels  on  farms  April  1, 

FLAXSEED  STOCKS  ON  FARMS:    Flaxseed  stocks  on  farms  April  1,  are  estimated  at 

7,428,000  bushels.    This  is  nearly  a  fifth  less  than  the 
9,210,000  bushels  held  on  farms  April  1,  1952,    As  usual,  farmers  in  North  and  South 
Dakota  and  Minnesota  bald  "most  of  the  flaxseed,  -  7,266,000  bushel^  or  98  percent  of 
the  totals     In  North  Dakota  alone,  there  were  4,283,000  bushels,  58  percent  of  the 
U,  S„  total,     Disappearance  from  farms  during  the  January-March  quarter  of  1953 
amounted  to  2,292,000  bushels,  6  nercent  less  than  during  the  same  period  a  ysar 
earlier, 

C ITRUS g    The  orange  crop  for  the  1952-53  season  is  estimated  at  a  record  high  of 

120.9  million  boxes  —  2  percent  more  than  last  season  and  18  percent  above 
average.    The  grapefruit  total  is  estimated  at  37  million  boxes— 9  percent  less  than 
last  season  and  28  "nercent  ler,?  than  average.    California  lemons  are  forecast  at 
12,8  million  boxes  which  is  the  same  as  last  season  and  slightly  above  average. 

About  59  million  boxes  of  oranges  remained  for  harvest  on  April  1  this  yaar, 
including,  28  million  California  Valencias,  26  million  Florida  Valencias  and  5  millior 
Other  oranges.    Harvest  of  navel?,  in  Northern  and  Central  California  is  practically 
completed  fmd  is  well  along  in  the  Southern  Counties    The  small  orange  crops  in 
Texas  and  Louisiana  are  all  harvested,    Arizona  has  less  than  half  a  million  boxes 
of  Valencias  to  be  marketed,.    Last  year  on  April  1  about  58  million  boxes  of  oranges 
remained,  consisting  of  25,8  million  California  Valencias,  27  million  Florida 
Valencias  and  about  5  million  other  oranges.    Grapefruit  remaining  for  use  on  April  3 
tt&if  year  totaled  aoout  9  million  boxes  compared  with  about  14  million  used  after 
April  1  last  year.    About  3  million  boxes  of  Florida  grapefruit  were  abandoned  last 
season.    The  Florida  tangerine  crop  of  4C9  million  boxes  is  virtually  all  marketed, 

Florida  citrus  trees  are  in  excellent  condition.    The  nev;  bloom  (for  the  1953« 
54  season)  was  at  a  peak  about  the  -liddle  of  March,     Texas  growing  conditions  were 
generally  favorable  during  March  and  trees  have  a  fairly  good  set  of  new  fruit. 
Prospects  are  much  better  than  a  year  ago.    Planting  of  young  trees  continued  active 
during  Marchs    California  weather  during  March  was    relatively  favorable  for  citrus 
desnite  a  few  frosty  nights  and  deficient  rainfall-     The  San  Joaquin  Valley  had  only 
light  showers  during  March  while  the  Southern  Counties  have  received  practically  no 
rains  since  early  January.    Citrus  trees  are  in  bloom  in  the  earlier  locations  and 
the  peak  bloom  will  center  around  April  15. 

PEACHES  t    Prospects  for  the  1953  crop  of  peaches  in  the  10  Southern  States  are  very 

l3ood  in  all  areas.    The  80  percent  condition  reported  on  April  1  is  8 
points  above  a  year  ago,  15  points  above  two  years  ago  and  11  points  above  the 
April  1  average. 

In  the  Sandhills  area  of  North  Carolina,  full  blocm  occurred  about  March  15:  a 
week  earlier  than  last  year.    The  South  Carolina.  neach  crop  had  a  minimum  of  cold 
injury  although  some  low  temperatures  were  recorded  daring  the  last  week  of  March  in 
minor  areas.    Trees  were  in  full  bloom  during  the  first  week  of  March  in  Hidge  and 
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Sandhills  i  ceas  in  South  Carolina  and  the  second  week  lb  the  Piedmont  region.  In 
Georgia,  weather  conditions  ha/r  been  very  favorable.     In  the  Fort  Valley  area  the 
full  bloom  varied  from  March  9  to  15.    Blooming  dates  for  the  northern  districts 
were  several  days  later..    In  .J.abarra,  the  '/inter  was  mild  and  weather  this  soring 
has  been  favorable.    The  bloom  in  Arkansas  was  heavy  ana  prospects  are  quite  prorais*- 
ing.    In  the  commercial  area  of  North  Louisiana,  peachos  were  in  full  bloom  about 
March  10  and  the  set  of  fruit  is  good* 

In  Oklahoma,  peach  tr^es  started  to  bloom  in  mid-Maroh  in  the  southern  area  and 
were  blooming  in  the  northeast  section  by  late  March,    Host  orchards  on  the  Edwavde 
Plateau  of  Texas  carry  a  good  set.    Trees  in  the  north  Texas  commercial  area  were  in 
bloom  on  i-pril  1. 

EARLY  COMMERCIAL  POTATOES;    A  record-large  early  spring  crop  is  indicated  by  april  1 

condition  with  most  of  the  production  expected  to  come 
from  Florida,    Acreage  was  increased  sharply  in  all  producing  areas  of  Florida* 
Heavy  rains  in  ]ate  March  caused  some  reduction  in  yield  prospects  for  the  Hastings 
area  of  Florida  and  yields  now  indicated  are  a  little  lower  than  the  excellent  yields 
of  the  past  two  years,    Ligging  has  started  in  tnis  area  and  should  reach  the  heav- 
iest volume  in  late  April  and.  the  first  half  of  May  wf%h  soue  movement  continuing 
into  June,    Harvest  of  the  winter  crot.  in  Dade  County,  Florida  should  be  completed 
about  mid-April,    Yields  in  this  area  were  reduced  by  excessive  winter  rains. 

There  has  been  a  big  expansion  of  acreage  for  Late  soring  harvent,    This  year's 
acreage  is  a„bout  one-third  larger  than  the  acreage  harvested  in  1952  but   a  little 
below  aver 'ge.    Compared  with  last  year,  growers  in  California  and  Alabama --the  two 
principal  producing  States— have  increased  acreage  about  one-third  and  one-half, 
respectively;. 

In  the  Edison  District  of  Kern  County,  California,  potatoes  were  damaged  by 
frosts  in  February  and  early  March  but  conditions  have  been  favorable  since  then  and 
the  damage:1  fields  have  recovered  nicely.    While  yields  in  early  fields  have  been 
reduced,  the  principal  effect  of  these  freezes  was  the  delay  of  iiarvest.    There  was 
a  little  digging  for  the  local  Easter  trade  but  harvest  for  carlot  movement  is  not 
expected  until  the  week  of  April  13,     Conditions!  have  been  favorable  for  the 
Louisiana  crop,    Light  movement  has  started  in  the  LaFo  rche-Terrebonne  area  and  is 
expected  to  begin  in  the  Pointe  Coupee  Parish  about  April  20.     Condition  of  the 
south  Alabama  crop  is  unusually  good. and  harvest  of  the  Baldwin  County  crop  should 
get  under  way  about  April  20,    ^ains  have  delayed  mtatoes  in  south  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina.     Some  South  Carolina  acreage,  particularly  in  the  Meggett  section  of 
Charleston  County,  has  been  drowned  out.     Condition  of  potatoes  for  late  spring  har- 
vest in  Texas  is  very  good  and  most  sections  have  ample  moisture  for  the  next  two  or 
three  weeks 0    Condition  of  tho  crop  is  £pod  in  the  dryland  areas  of  eastern  Oklahoma 
and  in  the  irrigated  areas  of  the  western  part  of  the  State,, 

In  Arkansas, vet  weather  delayed  planting  and  some  acreage  had  not  been  slanted 
as  March  ended.    Rains  also  delayed  planting  in  the  Franklin-Coffee  County  area  of 
Tennessee,    Hainy  weather  during  February  delayed  planting  the  iforth  Carolina  crop 
about  2  weeks  but  most  of  the  crop  was  planted  by  March  25.     "accept  in  low  spots, 
stands  are  even  and  movement  should  begin  the  last  of  .'ay; 
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PASTUP3S:    Condition  of  farm  pastures  or.  April  1  averaged  81  percent  of  norr.al — 2 

points  below  average .and  1  point  below  Auril  1,  1952.    Pasture  condi- 
tions over  the  country  varied  from  veil  -."hove  average  in  much  of  the  South  to  the 
poorest  sT)r?nr  rjrosbects  since  1937  ir.  the  Western  Regions 

•  Pasture  conditions  were  most  favorable  in  the  Southern  section  of  the  country. 
Forage  feed  in  the  area  extending  fron  the  lower  .iississippi  Valley  east  to  the  At- 
lantic Coast  generally  made  excellent  growth  during  ifareh.    Pastures  in  this  area 
were  supplying  unusually  good  Taping  for  ..April  1.    In  the 'Eastern  section  of  Texas, 
pastures  were  also  furnishing  excellent  feed.     Oklahoma  pasture  conditions  were 
"below  average  for  April  1,  reflecting  lack  of  moisture  over  the  State  for  an  ex- 
tended period.    However,  early  A^ril  rains  greatly  improved  the  .pasture  outlook, 
particularly  in  the  Eastern  two- thirds  of  the  State, 

In  the  Northern  section  of  the  country,  from  the  upper  Mississippi  Valley  east- 
ward; pasture  prospects  were  about  average'  for  April  1.    In  the  Northeast,  the  pas- 
ture prospect  is  promising  with  ample  moisture  supplies.    In  trie  Great  Lakes  region, 
the  mild  winter  and  o^en  March  was  favorable  for  pasture  grass  and  some  early  feed 
was  available  in  the  southern-most  part  of  these  States.     However,  general  snr ing- 
rains over  the  area  ere  needed  to  assure  full  development  of  Tass  for  spring,  feed* 

Further  West,  the  pasture  feed  outlook  on  April  1  was  much  less  favorable,' 
In  the  Central  and  Upper  Great  Plains  States,  April  1  -pasture  prospects'  .were  well 
below  average.    Fall  pastures  were  grazed  very  short  in  this  section,  and  little 
old  growth  was  left.    Hew  grass  was  slow  in  starting  and  more  moist-ire  is  needed- 
over  the  entire  area  to  improve  pasture  prospects.     Only  limited  wheat  pasture  was 
available  in  the  Southwestern  part  of  Kansas',    In  the  Western  region,  condition  of 
pastures  on -April  1  reported  at  73  percent  of  normal  was  7  Points  below  average  and 
the  lowest  since  1937.,    Ranges  and  pastures  in  the  Pacific  Forth  west  were  in  sood 
condition  and  give  mood  prospects  for  spring  feed.    Crass  made  good  early  growth  in 
Idaho,  but  more  rain  is  needed  for  continued  improvement.    However,  in  California- 
and  most  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  States,  condit  ions  were  below  average  for  'April  1*." 
California  range  and  pasture  feed  is  short  and  precipitation  is  needed.     In  the 
Rocky-  Mountain  States,  March  was  generally  mild,  but  grass  made  little  growth  as 
soil  moisture  was  generally  short.    Saints  .are  needed  over  much  •  of  the  area  to  great- 
ly improve  feed  prospects. 

•  •  ► 

MILK  PHCTHCTIC1T;     Kllk  production  on'  farms  increased  seasonally  during  March,  and 

continued  at  a  record  breaking  pace.    Production  for  the  month 
totaled  10.1  billion  pounds,  exceeding  last  year  by  7  percent  and  the  previous  March 
record  set,  in  1945  by  3' percent  .    Comparatively  mild  Weather  in  important  dairy 
areas  and  early  green  feed  from  pastures  in  the  South  favored  a  high  rate  of  milk 
production  per  cow,  and  the  number  of  milV:  cows  on  farms  has  been  increasing.  On 
a  per  capita  basis,  milk  production  during  March  averaged  2.05  pounds  per  person 
per  day,  6  percent  higher  than  last  year,  but  6  percent,  below  average  for  the 
1942-51 .period.     In  the  first  quarter  of  1953,  milk  production  on  farms  totaled 
27.3  billion  pounds  which,  on  a  seasonall:r  adjusted  "•axis,  would  be  equivalent  to 
an  annual  rate  of  123  billion  pounds, 

Milk  production  per  cow  in  herds  heat  by  crop  correspondents  on  April  1  av- 
eraged 18.07  pounds  per  day,  compared  with  17.29  pounds  a  year  ago,  and  the  average 
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of  15,0 86  pounds.    Production  x>er  cow  wan  high  generally  v/ith  regional  increases 
above  the  10-year  avera-e  ranging  from  (J  percent  in  the  Western  States  to  19  per- 
cent in  the  South  Atlantic  area.    Output  per  cov/  >as  above  April  1  a  year  ago.  in 
all  regions  except  the  West.    The  largest  increase  v;as  11  percent  in  the  Couth 
Centr.'-O.  States,     In  crop  correspondents'  herds,  71.0  percent  of  the  milk  cows  were 
in  production  on  April  1,  the  second  highest  for  the  date  in  29  years  of  record, 
having  been  exceeded  only  in  1950.     In  the  Horth  Atlantic  and  East  North  Central 
region',  the  percentage  of  cows  milked  set  a  new  high  for  April  1, 

In  29  of  the  30  States  for  which  monthly  milk  production  estimates  are 
currently  available^.    March  milk  production  exceeded  that  of  a  year  ago.    Hew  high 
records  for  the  month  '/ere  established  in  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan* 
Wisconsin,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Tennesson ,  and  Mississippi,    On  the 
other  hand,  r-roduction  during  larch  was  below  the  10-year  average  in  Illinois, 
Iowa,  the  Great  Plains  States,  Washington,  and  Oregon.     In  these  areas,  production 
per  cov/-  was  mostly  at  or  near  record,  levels  but  numbers  of  milk  cows  on  farms  v/ere 
substantially  below  those  for  some,  earlier  years/    Wisconsin,  v/ith  1,442  million 
pounds,  led  all  States  in  March  milk  rtroducticn,  followed  by  California  with  531 
million,  and  Pennsylvania  with  517  million. 


State 


 ESTI_I'ATED_liOilTHLY_ivilLK  PRODUCTIC 

March 
average 
1942-51  _ 

Million  rounds 


March 
1952 


Peb. 
1953 


'-arch 
1953 


:  March 
State  :  average 
:  1942-51 


CT.'D  (STATES  1/  _ 

.  March  !  Peb. 
!  1952     .  1953 


March 
1953 


Million  ;ounda 


N.J. 

92 

99 

83 

102. 

• 

N.C. 

115 

122 

117 

130 

Pa. 

448 

488 

438 

517 

« 
• 

s.c. 

46 

46 

41 

48 

Ohio 

396 

409 

359 

443 

• 

Ky. 

152 

167 

151 

172 

Ind. 

283 

274 

250 

300 

♦ 

Tenn. 

161 

169 

1F1 

183 

111. 

447 

400 

365 

423 

• 
• 

Ala, 

101 

109 

93 

107 

Mich. 

434 

438 

398 

466 

• 

Mis  3. 

103 

105 

99 

132 

Wis. 

1,294 

1,359 

1,181 

1,442 

• 

Okla. 

.  189 

145 

132 

160 

Minn. 

807 

.758 

697 

813 

• 
• 

Te>: . 

307 

263 

240 

296 

Iova 

533 

441 

407 

435 

• 

• 

Mont. 

49 

37 

34 

38 

Mo. 

286 

287 

249 

307 

• 
• 

Idaho 

1C3 

90 

80 

96 

N.Dak. 

148 

134 

114 

139 

• 
• 

Utah 

55 

55 

52 

57 

S.JDak. 

125 

102 

92 

109 

1 

Wash. 

146 

139 

119 

143 

Nebr. 

201 

173 

151 

179 

• 
• 

Or  eg. 

101 

93 

74 

96 

Kans. 

233 

138 

172 

205 

• 
• 

Calif. 

496 

515 

436 

531 

Va. 

123 

142 

138 

137 

• 

Other 

W.Va. 

59 

59 

53 

60 

:_  £tate3_ 

.lj562_ 

_lj.<U5_ 

_l_j.5i.7_ 

_1j7_9_ 

• 

U.S. 

9,610 

9,421 

8 , 533 

10,100 

l_/i.onthly  data  for  other  States  not  yet  available. 

Grains  and  Concentrates  Ped  to,  Milk  Cowp:     Crcr  renortr-rp  fed  sn  average  of  6.18 

pounds  of  grains  and  concentrates  per 
milk  cov;  in  herds  on  Anril  1,  the  smallest  amount  for-  this  date  in  the  last  5  years. 
However,  the  quantity  fed  wa3  down  les^  than  2  Percent  from  the  1951  record  hi>'h  for 
April  of  6.28  rounds,    March  was  a  mild  onen  ir.onth  with  temperatures  above  normal 
over  most  of  the  country.    Pasture  feed  Funnlies  v/ere  unusually  good  for  this 
season  of  the  year  in  the  Southern  early  pasture  States.    Cows  continued  on  winter 
rations  in  the  northern  sections  of  the  country  with  grein  and  concentrate  supplies 
generally  adequate  and  of  good  quality. 
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The  value  of  grain  and  concentrate  rations  fed  milk  cows  during  March  dropped 
moderately  from  a  year  earlier  "but  was  still  the  third  highest  of  record.    In  milk 
soiling  areas,  concentrate  rations  fed  during  March,  were  worth  an  average  of  $3.68 
per  hundredweight ,  and  in  crean  selling  areas,  $3.25  per  hundred weight*    Whole  milk 
and  cream  prices  showed  a  sharper  decline  then  feed  costs  and  the  March  milk-feed 
price  ratio  was  1,20  as  compared  to  1.26  as  year  earlier.    The  butterfat-f eed  price 
ratio  for  March  1953  was  do\/n  more  sharply,  standing  at  20.5  as  compared  with  2207 
for  March  1952. 

By  regions,  grain  and  concentrate  fed  per  milk  cow  in  the  North  Atlantic  and 
East  North  Central  regions  on  April  1  equaled  the  previous  high  record.    However,  in 
the  South  Atlantic  and  1/estern  sections  of  the  country,  current  feeding  rates  on  the 
average  were  down  one-half  pound  from  the  record  high  level  of  a  year  earlier.  In 
the  South  Central  region,  the  quantity  of  grain  fed  per  cow  was  down  slightly  from 
last  year,  and  in  the  West  North  Central  region  equaled  the  rate  of  the  last  2  years. 
Quantities  fed  on  April  1  showed  about  the  usual  range  over  the  'country,  varying 
from  7*6  pounds  per  cow  in  the  North  Atlantic  region  to  4„6  pounds  in  the  South 
Central  group  of  States^    In  4  States,  feine*  i!ew  York,  Indiana  and  Missouri,  April  1 
grain  feeding  reached  nexv  highs  for  the  date  and  in  5  others  equaled  the  j>revious 
high.    On  April  1,  88  percent  of  the  crop  reporters  were  feeding  some  grain  or  other 
concentrates  to  milk  cows  en  their  farns,  the  sane  as  last  April  1  and  about  average 
for  the  date  in  the  10  years  of  record, 

SCa  PRODUCTION:    Farm  flocks  laid  6,296,000,000  eggs  in  March        1  percent  less  than 
in  Larch  last  year,  but  about  the  same  as  the  19^2-51  average,  Egg 
production  was  below  that  of  last  year  in  the  West  North  Central,  South  Atlantic  and. 
South  Central  States,  about  the  same  as  last  year  in  the  East  North  Central  and  the 
V/est,  but  reached  a  new  record  high  in  the  North  Atlantic  States.    Decreases  from 
last  year  were  1  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic,  3  percent  in  the  V/est  North  Central 
and  6  percent  in  the  South  Central  States0    There  was  an  increase  of  h  percent  in  the 
Worth  Atlantic  States,    Egg  production  in  the  first  quarter  of  this  year  was  2  per- 
cent less  than  last  year,  but  9  percent  above  the  average* 

The  rate  of  egg  production  in  March  was  17o9  eggs -per-  layer,  a.  record  high  for 
the  month,  compared  with  17<>7  last  year  and  the  average  of  l6„6  eggs.    The  rate 
reached  record  high  levels  in  all  parts  of  the  country  except  in  the  North  Atlantic, 
and  South  Atlantic  States.    Increases  from  last  year  were  2  percent  in  the  V/est  North 
Central  and  1  percent  in  the  rest  of  the  country  excluding  the  North. Atlantic  States, 
where  there  was  no  change.    The  rate  of  lay  for  the  first  quarter  -of  this  year  was 
46,9  eggs,  compared  with  46„7  last  year  and  the  average  of  4Q.1  eggs^  •  ; 

The  Nation's  farm  flock  averaged  351,088,000  layers  in  March  —  3  percent  less 
than  in  March  last  year.    Numbers  of  layers  were  down  from  last  year  in  all  parts  of 
the  country  except  the  North  Atlantic  where  they  reached  a  new  record  high-—  4  per- 
cent above  last  year.    Decreases  from  last  year  were  1  percent  in  the  East  North 
Central,  South  Atlantic  and  the  West,  5  percent  in  the  West  North  Central  and  7  per- 
cent in  the.  South  Central  States,    The  decrease  in  layers  from  January  1  to  April  1 
this  year  was  9*7  percent,  compared  with  9»6  percent  last  year  and  the  average  of 
7,3  percent.    On  April  1  there  were  2  percent  fewer  layers  on  farms  than  a  year  ago. 

Chicks  and  young  chickens  of  this  year's  hatching  on  farms  April  1  are  estimated 
at  215,159,000  —  1  percent  less  than  a  year  ago,  but  5  percent  above  average.  Young 
chicken  holdings  were  below  a  year  ago  in  all  parts  of  the  country , except  the  V/est 
where  they  were  up  8  percent.    Decreases  from  last  year  were  1  percent  in  the  East 
North  Central  and  South  Central,  2  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic,  3  percent  in  the 
North  Atlantic  and  k  percent  in  the  V/est  North  Central  States.    Farmers  expressed 
their  intentions  on  February  1  to  buy  h  percent  fewer  baby  chicks  this  year,  however, 
egg  prices,  compared  to  last  vear,  nave  strengthened  considerably  since  February. 
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and  in  mid-March  they  reached  a  record  high  level  for  the  month — 10.7  cents  per  doz- 
en above  a  year  ago — and  feed  prices  have  "been  declining.    Anril  1  if-  still  too 
early  in  the  season  to  determine  the  size  of  the  chicken  crope 

Prices  received  "by  farmers  for  eggs  in  mid-March  averaged  44,7  cents  per  dozen 
—  the  highest  price  of  record  for  the  month,.     Farm  egg  prices  increased  contra- 
seasonal  ly  2.7  cents  per  dozen  during  the  month  ending  March  15.     The  average  seas- 
onal decrease  for  this  period  is  0*4  cents.    Egg  markets  during  March  were  steady  to 
firm  and  price  trends  were  upward.     Shell  egg  receipts  at  primary  markets  were  "below 
a  year  ago. 

Farmers  received  an  average  of  27.5  cents  per  Pound  live  weight  for  chickens 
(farm  chickens  and  commercial  "broilers)  in  mid-March  compared  with  26.6  in  mid. 
February,    Farm  chickens  averaged  25,4  cents  and  commercial  broilers  23.2  cents  com- 
pared with  24.8  and  28.0  cents  respectively  in  mid-March  last  year.    Live  poultry 
markets  were  steady  to  firm  during  March.    Prices  for  broilers  closed  1  to  l£  cents 

HENS  AND  PULLETS  OF  LAYING  AGE,,  (TICKS  AND  YOUNG  CHICKENS 
AND  EGGS  LAID  PER  100  LAYERS  ON  FARMS,  APRIL  1 

v  :     North    7  E. ""North;  W,  North;     Smith  South     7        .      :  United 
 i  Atlantic!  Central  1  Central  1  Atlantic.; j}entral_  j_  _  _  _  Statos_ 

KENS  AND  PULLETS  OF  LAYING  AGE  ON  FARMS,  APRIL  1 

Thousands 

1942-51  (AvO      50,344       72,969        109.279         34,437        70,986        34,321  372,386 

1952  57,508       68,757         9?,430         33,733       5?, 005        35,3'i  350,734 

1953  60,425        63.249         92,216         33,592       54.902       34,367  344,272 

CHICKS  AND  YOUNG  CHICKENS  ON  FARMS ,  APRIL  1    •  ,. 
Thousands 

1942-5l(Av9)      29,893       38,657  45 . 914         25,597        46,386        17,550  204,996 

1952  41,314       47,105         39,839  27,148       42,599       19,825  217,830 

1953  40,159        46,860         33,094         26,507        42,104       21,435  215,159 

EGGS  LAID  PER  100  LAY3RS  ON  FARMS,  APRIL  1 

Number 

1943*51  (Av* )        59.0  58.8  58.8  56.1  56.5  58.7  58.2 

1952  59.2  59.8  59.9  58.2  58.2  59,4  59.3 

1953  58.8  51.2  62.9  58.3  59.5  £\l6_  S-'l 
lower  in  the  Del-Mar*- Va  area,  but  ^  '  to  3  cents  higher  in  other  commercial  areas. 
Hen  marketings  v/ere  relatively  light  with  top  quality  offerings  insufficient  to  sat- 
isfy trade  needs.    Heavy  tyoe  hens  closed  unchanged  to  3  cents  higher  at  major  ter- 
minal market 30 

Turkey  prices  on  March  15  averaged  33.6  cents  -ncr  -nound  live  weight  compared 
with  34.5  cents  a  year  earlier.     Trading  was  li^ht  on  turke-s  during  March.  Early 
in  the  month,  light  offerings  of  ice-.packed  email  type  turkeys  at  New  York  City  were 
readily  absorbed,  but  later  in  the  period,  increased  offerings  exceeded  trade  needs. 
There  was  fair  interest  shown  in  top  quality  dressed  hens,  but  otherwise  demand  for 
dressed  and  ready- to- cook  heavy  type  turkeys  was  light  and  offerings  were  more  than 
ample. 

The  average  cost  of  the  United  States  farm  poultry  ration  in  mid-March  was 
$3.97  per  100  pounds,  compared  with  $4.24  a  year  earlier.    The  March  egg-feed  ratio 
was  much  more  favorable  than  a  year  a<*o  because  of  high  egg  prices  and  lower  feed 
prices.     The  turkey-food  ratio'  was  also  more  favorable, 
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FLAXSEED: 

STOCKS  ON  FARMS 

ON  APBIL  1 

State  : 

Average  1948-51 

:  1952 

> 
■ 

I9i3_ 

■  

Thousand 

"bushels 

Minnesota  2,855  "?,06l       '  1,782 

North  Dakota  3,2.62  5,679  4,283 

South  Dakota  lf200  1,238  1.201 

Other  States^  427  _222_.  «  _      ...   ^2 

UnTted_  States  Z'jJ  J.  .-  ..  ?I?^„  I  Z  _  Z  I  !      "  9x2lol"  ]  _  1'  I  _  J  I  _7T428 
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5  C  \J\J 
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April  1  forecast_of  1923_c,i°2  fJ-2ri-^Z  i^Se§i  2<2p _ 

l/Season  begins  witl  the  tlocm  ot  r.he  year  shown  and  ends  vith  the  oonpieiion  cf  harvest  the 
follov/ing  year-,    la  California  picking  Usually  extends  from  abcut  Occc  1  to  Dec-.  31  of  the 
following  vcart    In  other  S  bates,  the  ecason  "jegirc  about  Oct*  1  and  cni3  in  earlv  3vjrjner.,  except 
for  Florida  lJ,:-nes:  harvest  of  \;hicn  Sattally  stari-3  about  April  1.    For  acne  States  in  certain 
yearsj  pruduction  includeG  some  quantities  dor-ted  to  oLarixy-.  unharrested,  and/or  cot  utilized 
on  account  of  eocnenic  conditions  .. 

2/.i.ncludes  small  qaantitiec  or  tangerines, 

^/Includes  the  following  quantities  of  Termlc  crangea  (l^OOC  bc::es);  1950  -1.100:  1951  -1,700; 
1952  -I.?  0, 

sonxent  cf  bo::  varies,     In  Calif ?  and  Arizona  the  approximate  average  for  oranges  is 
77  lb,  and  g-apefruit  65  lb    in  the  Desert  Vallcyt,;  63  xb  .  for  Califi;ii-ia  grapefruit  in  other 
areac;  ir.  Florida  and  other  Stateo,  orang-c    including  targerines,  90  lb,  and  gicpefruit  bO  ]b.; 
California  lemons,  79  Ib-j  Florida  limes,  o0  1b- 

5/ln  California  ^nd  Arizona^  Navels  and  1  ascollaneous? 
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CROP 

REPORTING  BOARD 

&prir 

1C 

>,  1958 

April  1.  1953 

3.-PQ.JF 

*f  till  ill  till  III  llll4Ut*W 

MM*|HMl 

 »  ...■-«            i  IMIHMI 

MILK  PRODUCED  AND 

L-xiAII'i  SAL 

ESK    IIL'.C  COW  IN  HjIBDS  t.tiPT  BY  REPCHTERR  l/ 

State  : 

 Mi  lk__ 

prcd 

cced  gor.  np. 

lk_oo"  j_  "C-rain". 

fed  per  mi  Ik  _co'''  _ 

— 
- 

and  ; 

Apr  j  I  av 

, :    Apr    1 ,  : 

Apr.  1,        :    Apr,  1,  ' 

Apr.  1,  : 

Apr,  1, 

Division! 

1952  i 

_  1953..  j_  _  105 1_  _  \_ 

_  1952_.  : 

1253  _ 

— 

Pprnfls  

. .  Pgondba  

Ms . 

14.7  . 

i50o  y. 

16,1  " .  6r2 

6,4 

6,6 

N,H, 

17,0 

3161 

2j.  02  6tt0 

6,1 

5,4 

vt« 

17,4 

19,1 

2100  6,5 

6,4 

6e5 

Mass,; 

18*7 

19,6 

21,0  7.1 

6,6 

6.1 

Conn, 

I808 

2X„4 

19,4  702 

6,7 

6,3 

n.y; 

21,0 

23*8 

240 8  7„6 

7;8 

7,9 

No  Jo 

21.7 

23.3 

23,3  802 

8,6 

8,0 

Pa_a_ 

19.6 

21 .4 

22^3  8^3 

8.2 

6^1 

ii0Atir  

_  19^68  _ 

 22*36  _7^6  

_  J^6  

J?x6_  _ 

— 

Ohio 

16c6 

~18c8  " 

19»6  6.7 

7  1 

'f  ,1 

Inci, 

15  c4 

17,2 

18,-,5  6,3 

5.7 

^eO 

111, 

17.  ,2 

18c0 

13.1  7,8 

7,3 

7,3 

Mich., 

19*7 

2108 

22c2  6,9 

7,4 

7,4 

Wis, 

20^.4 

2133 

22A4    j  I;  _6A9  

6^9 

7*1 

E.lIeCentA 

18_k_6  8 

_20c23 

 21^17  6^9  

_  _7jl1  

_7^.2  

— 

Minn, 

20,7 

~2302  * 

23 -.8  7^1 

782 

7.0 

Iov;a 

1705 

1702 

18,5  7.9 

7,5 

8,1 

k  f 

Ma, 

11,3 

1109 

1301  5^3 

5t4 

5,7 

N,Dak, 

15,1 

17  ;1 

17c6  5«,2 

5.5 

5  .4 

S,Iak« 

13,3 

1309 

15,4  5,2 

4,8 

4.4 

Necir0 

15,8 

17c0 

3  8,2  6,5 

606 

5,7 

KansA  

Jl5j,_8  

_ifi«i  _  _ 

 17^.3  6jj2  

_  J^O  

_6x.l  

— 

T./    "M     M  « ^  4. 

,_17.?4  

18^42   ._8A5  ._  

 6A5  

__6A5  

— 

Ma, 

lor  8 

18  e  2  " 

18,7  8,1 

7,7 

7,2 

va. 

12,6 

15.3 

16,7  5-9 

5,9 

5.9 

W0Va, 

10^5 

11,0 

11.0  4.1 

4,1 

3,9 

N,C, 

12.1 

13*0 

12,8  5*4 

5,8 

5,5 

s  ,.c. 

llc  3 

12 1 2 

1204  3,0 

4.6 

4.2 

Gax 

9^4 

1005 

10A4  5^5 

5^0 

4*P 

S-,AtlD_  _ 

_  12*02  _ 

_13.44  

_  _  14*35  5A4  

_  _5X5  

_5^.C_  _ 

- 

1162 

12,3  5e5 

5a? 

5,7 

Tenn„ 

10,9 

x  i  r  J. 

12,4  5,2 

Oa  x 

A.  7 

Ala0 

9,1 

1Q.3 

9,>3  5©2 

5,4 

4,3 

Mi  s  s  , 

7«6 

7,2 

9,1  4*5 

3,5 

3.8 

Arlr 

7,7 

li     O                              A  R 

o  ,  9                         e  O 

3.7 

3,8 

Oitla, 

10,8 

ll„l 

12„9  5,0 

4  4 

4,9 

Tex, 

8*9 

9-7 

11A5  5^9 

5^0 

5A3 

S,.CentA  _ 

_  »v&  _ 

1(  e0(° 

 •  a.1  

'"-x7 

4  -6 



Mont, 

15,1 

J.4  6 

16^3  ■  4,5 

4.2 

4,5 

Idaho 

18,7 

1905 

20,2  4,3 

5,0 

4,7 

XtJ  ,  yj 

18  c  7 

4,5 

4,3 

Colo, 

16,6 

17,9 

19,7  5,8 

6,3 

«^,«5 

Utah 

19o0 

20.3 

20,9  5,0 

4.4 

4,6 

Wash, 

18,6 

21.6 

21 r 2  6„3 

6,5 

6.2 

0reo, 

16,8 

17.  7 

l^oG  5f0 

5,8 

501 

Salif i  

_  20^0_  „ 

_23,? 

22^4  5A5  

 f.^0  

_5^0  

West*. 

-  1^24  _ 

?~,02 

19.95  5A3 

5*7 

5^1 

15,tb6 

17,29 

18- C7  6^28 

6^87 

_5x.3  8  _ 

l/Ptgures  f'oT  New  Fnf'Iand  States  and  II^v;  Jersey  rep:eseat  ocjmbined  brep  and  special  dAiiy 
reT.')j*terB {  other  Steves,  vegions,  and  iJ.o»»  crop  reporters  only,     Regi'r.al  figures  include  less 
ir.nortant  dairy  Gtati.b  not  shown  separately,    P/lrcludes  grain,  millfeedb  and  other  concentiatr*, 
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MARCH  EGG  PRODUCTION 


State 

:lun_ber  of 

layers  on 

Eggs 

per 

lJotal  e£i_,s_prcd.r._c 

3d 

and 

:  ha.nd__duri.n_g  March 

100  l?-_ers_ 

_•        __!  IXV  XXlfj 

i;-irch  .:. 

Jon  ..-t.Iar 

1  DC 1 . 

Di.vi_si.on 

I  1952  . 

_:  1953  _ 

:  1 

_?V><_>  ■ 

1953 

•         J.  i/\.)t  •  9 

X 

S53  : 

'  1952 

:   *  1953 

Thousands 

rh.irr.ber 

i-iil  lions 

Me, 

3,206 

3,250 

1 

720 

T  7^9 

55 

57 

1  66 

172 

N.H. 

2,241 

2,106 

1 

736 

1  767 

39 

'',7 

117 

_L  X  1 

114 

vt. 

813 

77P 

1 

Q1  5 

,  _>XO 

1  ft^A 

X  |  oo*t 

16 

1U 

45 

42 

Mass, 

A    A  ACS 

1 

,  dD4 

1,  897 

70 

I  z? 

84 

252 

H.I. 

1 

Q  f",/1 

i ,  ody 

q 

9 

oa 
<so 

28 

Conn. 

3,272 

3,484 

1 

,706 

1,724 

5ft 

60 

179 

183 

N  Y. 

12,255 

12,402 

i 

JL 

,782 

1,748 

oxo 

217 

643 

543 

W  T 

12,858 

13,977 

J. 

,755 

1,758 

226 

246 

646 

P« 
ra  | 

 20,124 

_20,894 

  J. 

,804  _ 

.  1.H10 

_378  

_lj.0C.2_ 

1  Pfi5 

N.Atl. 

59,553 

61,834 

1 

,785 

1, 782 

'  1,063  ' 

"] 

j.102 

3j_065 

3X194 

Ohio 

15-206 

15  272 

1 

1  f<^3 

?74 

785 

732 

Ind. 

15,460 

14, 974 

1 

879 

1  894 

-L  f    '.    ■  '  * 

290 

284 

787 

791 

111. 

18, 586 

17 , 946 

1 

,  810 

1 , 823 

336 

327 

905 

8C7 

Mich, 

8,986 

9,068 

1 

,752 

1,742 

157 

158 

468 

461 

Wis.  

12,252 

12,443 

1 

,711 

.  1,124 

210 

215_  _ 

611 

613 

E.N.Centt 

70,490 

69,703 

~  1 

,797 

1,811 

'  1,267  " 

]l 

__262 

3^.556 

3A534 

Minn, 

21,132 

21,036 

1 

,773 

1,779 

375 

374 

1,103" 

1,099 

Iowa 

27,002 

26,052 

1 

,  841 

1,910 

508 

498 

1,391 

1,365 

16,547 

15,420 

X 

854 

1  ^85 

°91 

'  J  X 

769 

11,.  Dak, 

3  855 

3  594. 

1 

57A 

61 

fin 

1  C,A 

X  J^z 

161 

S.Dak, 

7, 979 

7  760 

1 

7P0 

1  755 

1  I   f  'A' 

137 

"\  36 

X  ■  'U 

364 

350 

Nebr. 

1  0  936 

1 

(  coo 

i  91  n 

x ,  .  xv 

200 

X  .  VJ 

541 

«  '^X 

499 

Kars_ 

l  J  t  1  c^t 

1 

P7Q 

X  ,  ?Cu 

212 

1  Qfi 

5f  7 

507 

_._.Cent_ 
Del, 

 99, 353 

..94,006 

_  I 

,  812 

1, 856 

V'OO 

.  4__919__ 

4j715 

869 

ei9 

,'767 

1,866 

15 

15 

33"~ 

38 

Md . 

3,270 

3 , 121 

1 

,  810 

1,810 

59 

56 

150 

143 

Va, 

f  j  OX  x 

6  5P4 

1 

77Q 

1  709 

128 

119 

XX  J 

553  ft 

313 

Y/.Va. 

2,918 

2,713 

1 

,786 

1,817 

52 

49 

133 

128 

N.C. 

8,606 

8,827 

1 

,674 

1,708 

144 

151 

366 

335 

s.c. 

3,341 

3,495 

\ 

,593 

1,628 

53 

57 

131 

132 

Ga. 

5,950 

5,865 

1 

,624 

1,606 

97 

94 

239 

235 

£  J.a  . 

2,383 

2,666 

i 

,761 

1,6'.'9 

46 

113 

1 P5 

X  '  <J 

_  l/X. 

34,551 

34,150 

JL 

,708 

1,719 

587 

1^508 

1    A  99 

Kv 

8  139 

7  992 

1 
X 

8"9 

1  L'  O  v/ 

1  789 

T  A  9 

X  1  J 

143 

X  -  »-J 

376 

35? 

Tpnn 

7.401 

7  110 

1 
X 

655 

1,643 

Xo  5 

117 

295 

233 

Ala 

5,396 

5,057 

1 

X 

Jo49 

1,634 

89 

82 

209 

1  90 

4,928 

4,999 

1 

,  531 

1,587 

75 

79 

182 

1  83 

X  -J'J 

5,332 

5,182 

] 

,628 

1,631 

87 

85 

198 

1  R9 

1*  .  f 

La . 

3,007 

2,872 

,525 

1 , 525 

46 

44 

107 

97 

OLrl  o 

uicxa . 

7,319 

6 , 244 

1 

,799 

1,341 

1  TO 

Xort 

135 

357 

5QJJ 

Tex. 

18,628 

16,308 

1 

,730 

1,817 

322 

296 

856 

744 

S ,Cent_ 

 60,150 

_55,764 

1 

,699 

1 , 723 

1 , 022 

961 

3A580 

3*338 

Mont. 

X  ,  Dlo 

1  A.C.O 

X  ,  tOf; 

1 

£Z  tZ 

,f  no 

1,  (Hi 

25 

Oil 

71 

T  r\  q  nn 
— >  u-CX.  .u 

1,466 

1,466 

1 
X 

,779 

1,654 

Pfi 

27 

75 

78 

Vyo. 

623 

559 

1 

,  742 

1,866 

11 

20 

30 

20 

Colo. 

2,372 

2,022 

1 

,804 

1,736 

43 

36 

114 

98 

N.Mex, 

764 

725 

1 

,593 

1,779 

12 

13 

35 

33 

Ariz  . 

494 

488 

1 

,761 

1,810 

y 

9 

24 

Utah 

2,505 

2,402 

1 

,717 

1,767 

43 

42 

118 

126 

Nev, 

140 

130 

1 

,705 

1 , 736 

2 

0 

6 

6 

Wash. 

4,053 

3,817 

1 

,872 

1,922 

76 

73 

226 

211 

0re£. 

3,076 

2,899 

1 

,879 

1,879 

58 

54 

161 

156 

Calif. 

19,150 

19,661 

1 

,770 

1,773 

339 

349 

930 

967 

West,, 

 36,161 

 35,631 

-  1 

,781  _ 

ItZ99 

 6/4 

_fi41_  _ 

_ix,7eo_ 

 1_.73.7_ 

U.S. 

_  360,258 

_  351,088 

_  1 

,773  _ 

1,794 

_  6.386 

6 

j.298_  _ 

I7_.416_ 

_  17_067_ 
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